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Welcome to Newsletter 15

Local Plan Examination

Since the last newsletter was published, the
examination of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan
has continued.

Stage 4 hearing sessions took place the week
commencing 25 June 2018. These focused on
policies and proposals relating to Welwyn Garden
City and Hatfield including housing allocations.
The hearing sessions can be viewed here.

What happens next?

Stage 5 hearing sessions are scheduled to take
place in the Council Chamber at the council
offices on Tuesday 6 November, with Wednesday
7 November held as a reserve day. These
hearing sessions are to examine the Green Belt
Study Stage 3 (document EX88) but will not
include discussion of individual site allocations.
Additional hearing sessions for site allocations
will be arranged later in the examination. Further
details relating to the hearing sessions will be
published here when available.

The week commencing 10 December 2018 has
been set aside for the Stage 6 hearing sessions.
Confirmation of the dates and programme will be
announced following the Stage 5 hearing
sessions.

Green Belt Study Stage 3

On 24 August 2018 the council published the
Welwyn Hatfield Green Belt Study Stage 3. The
Study was undertaken by independent experts,
LUC, and grades areas of Green Belt land
around existing towns and villages by how well
they perform green belt purposes and the levels
of harm that would be caused by development.

It follows a request from the examination
Inspector to carry out further work assessing the
borough's Green Belt in more detail to help find
more land for housing. Welwyn Hatfield's
submitted plan identifies land for just over 12,000
homes, but the borough's objectively assessed
need has increased to around 16,000 between
now and 2033.

The Green Belt Study builds on two previous
Green Belt studies, by providing more
comprehensive coverage of the land around the
‘inset’ towns and villages. It also considers the
harm to the Green Belt of releasing land and
identifies which parts of the Green Belt are most
essential to retain. It carries out a detailed
assessment of parcels of land around the towns
and larger villages, considers whether or not any
of the ‘washed-over ‘villages should be released
from the Green Belt and the potential harm to the
Green Belt from new settlement locations.

‘Washed over’' villages are covered by the green
belt designation and green belt polices apply to
any development in these villages.

‘Inset’ towns and villages are excluded from and
inset from the green belt designation, and green
belt policies do not apply to development in these
settlements.

The study focuses purely on the impact on Green
Belt and does not recommend or propose new
development sites. It will be one piece of
evidence the council uses when considering
whether additional land could be made available
for housing, combined with detailed site
assessments, further infrastructure testing and
sustainability appraisals that will take place over
the coming months.

The full report can be found in the Local Plan
examination library with the reference EX88.

Local Plan Next Steps

A report was presented to Cabinet Planning and
Parking Panel (CPPP) on Thursday 6 September
setting out the findings of the Green Belt Study
Stage 3 and the implications for the Local Plan. It
considered the next steps and three different
approaches the Local Plan could take in
identifying sufficient land to meet the Objectively
Assessed Need for Housing.

The Panel aareed that the Head of Planning in
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consultation with the Leader of the Council will
write to the examination Inspector setting out the
council’s views on the three approaches and the
implications for the examination programme.

The full report can be read here.

Self Build Register
Consultation

The council has a duty to maintain and publicise
a Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Register
for people who are seeking to acquire serviced
plots of land in the borough for their own self-
build. Linked to this, the council has a duty to
grant permission for sufficient land suitable for
self-build and custom housebuilding to meet the
demand on the register.

The council held a consultation from Thursday
17 May 2018 to Friday 29 June 2018 on the
proposed introduction of a local connection and
financial resources test, with a view to this being
introduced alongside the existing statutory
eligibility criteria for entry on to the Register.

CPPP considered the results of the consultation
at their meeting on 9th August and agreed to
recommend to Cabinet the introduction of the
local connection test and a financial resources
test for new applicants with effect from 31
October 2018. CPPP also agreed to recommend
to Cabinet for approval by Full Council the
introduction of fees for new applicants to enter
the register and for applicants to remain on the
register. The committee report can be read here.
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Completed technical studies are available on the
council’s website, and as new studies are
completed, they will also be published. Copies of
all documents can be found on our website:
www.welhat.gov.uk/evidencebase

The latest reports to Cabinet Planning and
Parking Panel (CPPP) updating progress on the
Local Plan can be found at:
www.welhat.gov.uk/cabinetplanningparkingpanel

Copies of the Statement of Community
Involvement and Local Development Scheme
can be found at:
www.welhat.gov.uk/localplanningframework

Details of the latest planning consultations can
be found at: www.welhat.gov.uk/
planningconsultations
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